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Legislative Update, Week of April 16, 2010

On Monday in House Health and Human Services CotaejiSenate Bill 117, Concerning Medicaid
Coverage for Over-the-Counter Medications, sportsbyeSenator Foster and Representative
Primavera, passed amended to the Committee of tie@deN The bill adds over-the-counter medications
identified through the drug utilization review pess to services provided under Medicaid when the
medications are prescribed by a licensed pracétion a qualified licensed pharmacist. The medical
services board is required to adopt rules to afjarmacies to be reimbursed for dispensing the
specified medications to Medicaid recipients analémtify the standards for qualified pharmacists.
Licensed pharmacists are required to consult wighrécipient and, when appropriate, refer the rexsip
to appropriate health care professionals.

A bill that came out of the Health Care Task Fokeyse Bill 1005, sponsored by Representative
Massey and Senator Foster, passed on House Senahd$irds. The bill makes telemedicine eligible
for reimbursement under the state's Medical Asstgtd&’rogram in order to comply with direction from
the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid $es/{CMS). It also eliminates incorrect refereroces
the way reimbursement payments are made underalgegm.

On Tuesday, House Bill 1252, Concerning Health Gaevices for Breast Cancer Screening, sponsored
by Representative Primavera, and Senators Boydandartz, passed on Senate Second reading with
amendments. The bill requires that breast camreering with mammography be individualized for
each patient and that if a health care providendeéeto be medically appropriate, a breast cancer
screening shall be a covered benefit. In 2009G#eeral Assembly changed the required breast cancer
screening coverage provisions to tie them to themenendations of the U.S. preventive services task
force. This bill requires coverage for more fredquaneast cancer screening than the task force
recommendations if the screening is deemed mediapfropriate.

On Thursday, House Bill 1242, Concerning Uniforditidualized Health Insurance Application, was
heard before Senate Health and Human Services GteamiThe bill requires the commissioner of
insurance to implement a uniform application foomihdividual sickness and accident health benefit
plans. The bill requires the commissioner to tae@mmendations from members of the insurance
industry regarding the form and content of the amif application form and to promulgate rules

to require its exclusive use by the industry alemuary 1, 2012.

Also on Thursday, Medical Clean Claims, HB10-13g#)nsored by Representative Miklosi and
Senator Romer, was heard before the Senate HealtH@aman Services Committee. The bill creates
the "Medical Clean Claims Transparency and UnifoyrAct” which requires the executive director of
the Department of Health Care Policy and Finantangstablish a task force of industry and
government representatives to develop a standardeteof payment rules and claim edits to be uged b
payers and health care providers in Colorado. &bl force is to track the progress of the national
initiative, known as the American society for quainitiative (ASQ initiative), in the developmeat a
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national uniform, standardized set of rules antsezhd avoid duplication of conflict with the ASQ
initiative.

On Friday, HCPF Department bill 167, Medicaid E#iwcy and False Claims, sponsored by Senator
Boyd and Representative Riesberg, was heard in&apgropriations committee but was laid over.

Also on Friday, House Bill 1357, Concerning CregtinFalse Claims Act, sponsored by
Representatives McFadyen and Judd and SenatorsrRooh@&oyd, was heard before House
Appropriations and passed amended the Committdedivhole.

If you have any questions about any of the information contained in this report, please contact Ginny
Brown and 303-815-0652 or Nicole Sorm at 303-748-5310



